
Brentwood Neighborhood Association General Meeting
August 30, 2021

Fifteen people in attendance including all board members.

Mert Seaton opened the meeting and introduced our PAR officer, Lauren Witty.
Mert asked a question about recent reports of thefts from vehicles. Officer Witty said that this is
a crime of opportunity. Generally people see items in a vehicle and break in and steal them. At
times they identify cars with items ahead of time and come back at a later time to break in. She
advises keeping cars locked and having no valuables in the car. If a break in happens one
should call 911 or fill out a report online even if it is only a small loss. Cindy Cook asked about
reports of people on bicycles going through neighborhoods and asked if they were locals or
from out of town. Officer Witty said they could be either or even people from the neighborhood.
She advised calling 911 if one observes suspicious behavior and give a description if possible.

Mert then introduced Dawn Garnder and Miles Park from Neighborhood Works. They discussed
the project that Brentwood Neighborhood submitted for a new playground equipment for
Kirkwood Park on Seminole. This was approved for the amount of $100,000. Miles Park showed
a visual of the playground equipment which is handicapped accessible. The timeline is next
spring or summer for installation.It will take about 2 weeks for the installation.  The location will
be at the west end of the park east of the ball diamond. It will sit back from the road and leave
room for a  possible parking area. There would also be room for a covered shelter that may
qualify for a grant in the future. Dawn encouraged us to check back with any questions.

David Burton was introduced by Mert. He is the county engagement and community
development specialist for The University of Missouri Extension. He talked about National Good
Neighbor Day which was signed by President Jimmy Carter in 1978. Good Neighborhood Day is
Sept 1st but will be celebrated for 1 week this year. David talked about how neighborhoods have
changed over the years and what a good neighbor is. He shared that only 3% of the population
knows their neighbors names. He is working with 7 small neighborhoods in Greene County to
increase involvement with neighbors. He presented visuals with information that is on the web
site. It included an online class called Neighboring 101 which is on the 3rd Thursday of the
month. Registration is online at extension.missouri.edu which also includes other information
about how to be a good neighbor. The program set a goal of collecting 1000 examples of good
neighboring this year. There were prizes and grants for cash prizes. David shared how he
realized that he wasn’t a good neighbor and how he learned the benefits of neighboring. He
started meeting neighbors and started cookouts and driveway chats in his neighborhood.
Mert shared that starting Sept 1st the CPO was starting Good Neighbor Bingo which is a bingo
card with things to do to be a good neighbor. Mert has 50 cards. You can message him or email
at brentwoodsgf@ gmail.com.

No meeting in Sept. Membership dues are due in Oct. Information is on the web site
brentwoodsgf.org.



Brent Rinker  suggested the theme for the Bass Pro Marathon cheering table  on Nov 7th be the
olympics.

The meeting was adjourned by Mert Seaton.


