
Brentwood Neighborhood Association General Meeting
July 26,2021

Mert Seaton, President, opened the meeting and asked all attending to introduce themselves.
There were 13 people in attendance including 6 board members.

Mert introduced Craig Schumaker from Springfield Fire Dept station #7 who presented
information about fire response statistics. Some calls are up due to Covid.
He then discussed recreational fires which include fire pits. The regulations require them to be
no bigger than 3 ft X2 ft, be 25 ft from any structure, started by paper only and consist of
seasoned firewood. He also discussed grilling which should be done away from the home, to
clean grease trays and to place charcoal in a metal container until cool. He then talked about
heat stroke and reminded people with children to place something important in the back seat to
remind them that a child is there.

Mert introduced our new PAR officer, Lauren Witty. She shared that she had been a patrol
officer for 4 years and was new to the job as a PAR officer. She wants to be updated on any
areas of concern. Her phone number is 417-864-1321 which is the best way to contact her. Her
email is lwitty@springfieldmo.gov.  Mert asked about catalytic converter thefts and how to
prevent them. She advised that people should park in a well lit area or preferably a garage.
Neighbors should keep an eye out for any unknown vehicles in the areal. She says that some
companies offer painting of converters a bright orange and some offer it free to businesses and
for a charge to others. There was a question about parking on the streets at night. Officer Witty
stated it depended on the street and if there were any no parking signs.

Pam Buhr shared the treasurer's report. Starting balance was $2,411.79. The only expense was
the Zoom fee of $14.99 leaving a balance of $2,396.80.

Old Business
1. Grant update on new playground equipment at Kirkwood park: we have received an

official letter of acceptance. No time frame is known at this time.
2. National Night Out has been cancelled.
3. Good Neighboring Day will be celebrated in Greene County for 1 week. David Burton,

M.U. Greene County extension officer will be at the next general meeting to give us tips
about what we can do to be a good neighbor.

4. Street cleaning project was discussed. The last was Luster from Battlefield to Sunshine.
A discussion regarding the next took place. Suggestions were Battlefield, Seminole and
Stewart. A suggestion of Seminole from Glenstone to Lone Pine and Stewart from
Seminole to Sunshine was made. Pam Buhr made a motion to clean Seminole from
Glenstone to Lone Pine and Stewart from Seminole to Sunshine. Mert seconded..
Passed with a voice vote. The date will be August 28th and we will meet at the
Brentwood Library at 10 AM.

5. Cindy Cook, Vice President gave a report about the survey that was sent out and shared
a visual of the results. There were 35 responses, 16 members and 29 non members. 9
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had been to a meeting in person before and 9 had attended virtually. This was sent out
before the Covid Delta variance was present. The majority were comfortable attending
meetings in person. The best day and time was Mondays at 630. Tuesdays were the
second choice.. Email and social media were the preferred mode of communication
about the meetings. Areas of focus preferred were city government, environmental,
neighbors helping neighbors and social engagement. The top priority for the association
to address was safety of the residents and secondarily community support. Jay Pilgram
asked about the association. Cindy explained the service area and that we are a city
authorized neighborhood association, dues and the web site and email.

New Business

Mert reminded that the fiscal year ends on Sept 30th and that dues will be due for the next year.
The board has been discussing ways to add more members.

Mert shared about The Neighborhood Leadership Academy. There is an expense for this.  The
board had thought it to be a good idea. Mert is willing to attend. He asked for a discussion. No
one had concerns. Cindy Cook motioned that the association pay for Mert to attend. Pam Buhr
seconded. Passed by voice vote.

Open Forum

Destiny and Carl Ruth discussed their concerns about the new sidewalk that is to be built on
Luster from Sunset to Seminole and how it would affect their property on the corner of Sunset
and Luster. There is a gravel area in front of their home on Luster where the mailman, UPS and
others park so as to be off of the street. That will be taken out when the sidewalk is built, which
they consider a safety issue as this is at the bottom of the street and those who parked there will
have to park on the street. The city will not budge on this plan. The Ruths are asking for advice.
Cindy Cook suggested that they contact our city councilman, Matt Simpson. His email is
msimpson@springfieldmo.gov. His phone number is 417-864-1651.

Mert motioned to adjourn the meeting. Cindy seconded. Meeting adjourned.
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